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4.   Other Transportation and Transmission Companies,

The taxation of telegraph companies has undergone an
evolution similar to that of railroads, although not quite so
complicated. In the majority of commonwealths, telegraph
property is included by the local assessor in the general
tax list and pays the regular rate of the general property
tax. In a few cases, as in Florida, Iowa and Ohio, it is
separately assessed by special officers, but still pays the
general rate. In a few other cases again, as in Maine and
New Hampshire, telegraph companies pay on the value of
their property, but at a fixed rate which remains constant
from year to year. In twenty-one commonwealths, how-
ever, telegraph companies pay a special tax based not on
property but on other elements. Here again, as in the case
of other corporations, the special tax is in some states appli-
cable only to state taxation, while the local tax is still assessed
on the general property. In eleven cases1 the system of
taxing gross receipts prevails, although applicable in West
Virginia only to foreign companies. Six commonwealths
tax the companies on mileage, the rate generally decreasing
with each additional wire.2 Mississippi imposes a privilege
tax of $3000 ; or if the line is less than one thousand miles
long, makes the tax one dollar per mile. Tennessee grades
the tax according to the population of the towns ; Virginia
levies a property tax, a one per cent gross earnings tax, and
a license tax of f 250 ; Alabama, a privilege tax of $500,
together with a tax of one dollar per mile of line. Indiana
takes as a basis for assessment the value of the capital stock
plus the bonded debt, if any, deducting the assessed value
of real estate situated outside the state. After taking from
this valuation a part, proportionable to the ratio which the
mileage in the state bears to the total mileage, the board

1 Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont and West Virginia.

2 Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Kentucky, North Dakota and Wis*
cousin.